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ANNUAL REPORT OF EDUCATIONAL
COMMITTEE

To the Board of Directors:
The Educational Committee has been greatly

handicapped by the wide geographical distribution
of its members, the work being delayed by tedious
long-distance correspondence.
The Committee held a meeting in Chicago on

November 12, 1920, Mr. Schuchardt presiding, and
while only three members were present a plan for the
year's work was outlined which later received the
approval of all the members. The Committee wished
to determine in what respects the technical graduates
failed to meet the expectations of their employers
and to obtain definite suggestions as to how the pro-
duct of our Engineering Colleges could be improved.
For this purpose a circular letter was prepared and
sent to over a hundred prominent electrical engineers,
requesting their opinions and criticism. A summary
of the replies and a discussion of the suggestions
received will be prepared for publication in the JOURNAL.
The Committee believes that a better correlation

than obtains at present in curricula, in methods of
giving instruction, and in other factors that pertain
to college training of engineers may be secured among
the several branches of the engineering profession.
To gain this end the Committee recommends that
arrangements be made for holding a symposium on
Engineering Education in 1922 in which representatives
from all the National Engineering Societies should
take part.

In a resume of the progress made during the year
in the field represented by the Educational Committee
much or little may be said. A statistical report on
new buildings, improved equipment, enrollment and
graduation data, and the numerous changes in courses
and curricula, would no doubt be extensive, as much
progress has been made in these respects; but this
information, even if available, would probably be of
little interest. The large increase in enrollment has
made it necessary for most engineering schools to
bend every effort towards meeting the increased de-
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mands for equipment and larger teaching staffs to
the exclusion of all other interests.
The excellent record made by engineering graduates

in the World War is by many taken as prima facie
evidence that the training given these men must
have been highly satisfactory and that a return to
pre-war conditions would leave little more to be
desired. In any event, the methods of giving in-
struction and the training given to engineering students
now do not differ greatly from what obtained before
the war.
The most noteworthy movement in technical educa-

tion during the past year, is the extension of plans to
greatly increase investigational work and industrial
research in engineering colleges. The quickening
power of research, the discovery and the development
of new principles and new applications, is of more
vital importance to educational institutions than
to industrial organizations. Effective cooperation on
a comprehensive scale, between the research divisions
of manufacturing companies and the faculties of
engineering colleges, is a consummation devoutly to
be desired.
As forerunners of greater things to come the Tech-

nology Plan of the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology and the Research Department, recently es-
tablished at the University of Michigan, are of general
interest. A better understanding of the problems
involved and the solutions effected seems highly
desirable. To this end the Committee has requested
Dr. C. L. Norton, Director of Industrial Cooperation
and Research to prepare a paper on the development
of the "Technology Plan" for publication in the
JOURNAL. Plans are under consideration for similar
cooperative research departments or extension of
engineering experiment stations in a number of
Universities and technical schools.

C. EDWARD MAGNUSSON, Chairman.


